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case of the barometer and filled with mercury. The
attached thermometer is an indispensable adjunct to
the instrument, as no reading of the barometer is
complete without an observation of its temperature at
the same time; and this observation should be taken
before the barometer itself is read., for the proximity of
the observer's person may cause the attached ther-
mometer to rise so that it will not indicate the true
temperature of the mercurial column.

In handling barometers it should be remembered
that they are easily damaged by rough usage, and it. is
not always easy to have them properly repaired. Ob-
servations from an instrument imperfectly repaired or
unverified after repair are iiseless for scientific pur-
poses. For travelling, the mercury should be caused,
to rise to the top of the tube so as to fill it entirely
(the mode of effecting this differs with different classes
of instruments). The barometer should be carried
with the cistern end upwards; and if packed in a
box, care should be taken that the lid is screwed, not
nailed on, for the hammering may easily break the
tube.

The barometer may be placed in any convenient
room where it is not exposed to accidental injury from
blows of passers-by. It must be hung in a poritwtly
vertical position and kept vertical by clamping screws,
It should be at such a height that the top of the
column can be easily read off by a person ^landing
by- It should be in a good light for observing,
but out of the reach of sunshine and (as much as
possible) out of the action of the direct heat of a
fire. It should not be exposed to sudden changes of
temperature which might affect the readings of the